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Industries of Future: Concept, Characteristics, Difficulties and Development Routes

LI Xiao—hua'* 2

( 1. National Academy of Chinese Modernization, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732 ;
2. Faculty of Applied Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488 )

Abstract: The new round of technological revolution and industrial transformation accelerates breakthroughs in cutting-
edge technologies and disruptive innovations, as well as the incubation and development of the industries of future, which is
becoming a focus of attention and competition for countries around the world. Driven by breakthroughs in cutting-edge technologies
and disruptive innovations, the industries of future refer to emerging industries where new technologies can be mass-produced and
commercially applied in the future period ( usually between 5 and 15 years ). The industries of future have such characteristics as
being driven by disruptive innovation ; being advanced, intelligent, green ; having forward-looking strategies ; and having high
uncertainty, collaborative evolution, and dynamic changes. There are two aspects of difficulties related to the development of the
industries of future. Domestically, China is confronted with problems in the industrialization of technologies, limitations from low
investment in basic research, weak ability to forecast demand, imperfect ecology for innovation and industrial development, and
severe “involution” competition. internationally, China has to face the all-round suppression and containment by the United States
and other Western countries. To accelerate the development of the industries of future, we must adhere to the overall idea of forward-
looking layout, leveraging advantages, adapting to local conditions, and deepening reforms, and make efforts in strengthening
basic research, innovating institutional mechanisms, promoting scene innovation, and strengthening open cooperation.

Key words: Industries of Future ; Emerging Industry ; Disruptive Technologies ; New Quality Productive Forces ;
Industrial Policy
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